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* E A S O NS 


- For vaintaining the Antiquity and Neceſrity of - 


EPIS OPAC iE. 


A hittbe name of Epi ſcopucie, even avit ſignifieth a degree of Emi- 
1 nency-inthe Church, is a Sacred and Venerable Litlez ſirſt in 
katy Scripture-a{cribed to our bleſſed Redeemer, ho as heis Dowiers. 
ee . Lord of Lords, 1 Pet. 2. 25. N 57 - e 
piſcapus Epiſcoporum, Biſhop ot Biſhops, the Shepherd and Bihop 
our Sculs : next to the Apoſtles, whoſe afſice in the Churchis Ales by 
the Holy: Ghoſt Epiſcepe, a Biſhoprick, 
Let anothor take his Biſhoprick's though * Ambroſ com, in Ephel.can, 
it be tranſlated, Let another take his of- 4. v. 10. Afoſteli ſunt Fyiſcopi. 
fice, yet the Original ſignities not an Of- Jerom. ad Marcel. Apud 05 


| [ficeat large, but an Epiſcopal function 3 A poſteloruts locus temeni E- 


that Office which Judas loft, and Mat- piſcopi. 


the firſt Biſhop elected of the Church of 


bigs was elected into; which. was the Ot- Cypc. 7d. 3. Apoſtoles, id FA 
ticeand Dignity of an Apoſtle: * laſtly to Epiſcopus, eee. Dor 
thoſe whorh the Apofiles ſet over theChur- Minu. elegit., . {+ 

hes, as namely, ro Timothy and Titus, Aug. iu Plal4s. hropetmm 
who in the Subſcription of 25 e Apoſtles erunt fili, id et, Apo. Exiſ 
Letters, Divinely inſpired, are ſtyled Bi. Et ibid. Dilatatum eſi Evan- 
hops in the reſtrained ſenſe of ls word ęelium in omnibys finibus. 
2 Tim 4. written from Rare to Timptheus munditin quibus prinoi pen 
Eccleſia; id wh Bpiſceps 4 
Epheſus: and to Titas, the tirſt elect Bi- coubunti. 1 

ſhop of the Church of the Cretians. How 
ancient thele Subſcriptions are, it 1 not certain among the Learned. 


# 


. The Antiquity and Neceſſity WES 
they bear not the ſame date with the Epi/tles themſelves ( the contra 


a, 7 


cannot be taken at large for any Miniſter or Presbyter,but for a agu. 
lar perſon in Place or Dignity above other Paſtors; for there were ma- 
ny other, n Epheſus, both before and beſides 7w9thy, AF.20, 
27, 28 and in the Iſland of Creet or Candie, there muſt of neceſſity be 
more than one Paſtor or Miniſter. | Beſides, St. Paul in veſteth Timoiſ) 
in Epiſcopal power, making hima judge of Presbyters, both to rebuke 
them, r Tim. 5. 1.ant to prefer and reward them, verſe 17; and to cen. 
ſure them, verſe 19. Ageinſt-an Elder receive no accuſation hut under two 
or three witneſſes ; and giveth to Titus exprelly both poteſfatem erdini 
& juriſdiFionis, of Order and. Juriſdiction; of Order in theſe words. 
Chap. 1. 5.Thet thou ſhouldſt ordaiv Elders in every Cityzand of Juriſdicti 
an, I left thee in Creet that thou ſhouldft continue u, to correct or re- 
drels the things that remained, or rhoſe things which the Apoſtle before 
intended to amend, but had notredrefled. 3 Ak Bo 
2. The Angels ot the ſeven Churches, Apoc. 10. 20. were no other 
e tte eg Ot 185 in the judgment of the beſt Learned 
* Ang. Ep. 126. & Comment in * Commentators both Ancient and 


ly very ancient, atid of great Authority: Andiin them the word *Biftop 


Apoc.hom.23.  - '  Later,than the Biſhops cf thoſe Sees 
Ambroſe 1 Cov. 11.16 Occume nus, - tor inthoſe Provinces or Territo.l 
Arethas, Marlorat. ties there cannot be conceived to be 
Pareus in Apoc.c. 1. 2. | leſs than many hundred ordinary 
Policarp. EpiſtopisSmyrne,Onefimws Preachers and Paſtors ; yet there 
Epheſi, Antipss Pergami, Oc. were but ſeven preciſely anſwering 


| to the ſeven golden Candleſticks. 
Seven Candleſticks, ſeven lights burning in them,theſe can be no other 


than ſeven prime Paſtors, who had rhe overſight of the reſt: for the 
Errors and. Abuſes in thoſe Churches are impnted to them, and they 
reproved for not tedreſſing them. Chap. 2. 14. Then baſt t bem that 
maintain the DoFrine of Balaam; and verſe 20. Thou ſuffereſt the 


Woman 


1 
4 
whereof neither is nor can be demonſtrated )) yet they are undoubted- \ 


{ 
= 


ey 
4 


he 


w | 


both planted and pruned Religion it ſeit? 


— 0 +® & 
\ — = : — 


which demonſtratetk that the Angel there ſignifieth one ſingular man of 


Avthority in the Church, and not the whole Clergy. of that place, Ep. 


ile, isn. wa 
terial Government theraſel ves,that Epiſcopacy is a plant, either ſet inthe 


Church dy the Apoſtles themſelves, or their immediate Succeſſors in tha 


Firſt and beſt ages of the Church; and is it agreeable to Piety to ſwear 


the Extirpation of ſuch a plante . 
4, It cannot be denyed, that when the Church moſt flouricked, and 


was of far larger extent than now it is, over the face ot the Chriſtian ; 


World; there was no 
+ other Government than 


+ Concil, Nice. Car. 5. Conc, Antic ch, 
Epiſcopacie regulated by 


Can. 6. Concil: Sard. Can; 14 Conc: Chal: 


Divine Precepts, and Eccle Ads 5. c: 29. Ignatius i» Ep: ad Philad: 


Irenæas I, 3:c: Tertul: I: de baptiſme.Euſeb, 
1. 6: c: 40: Jerom e ad Nepot, Optatus I: 
5 _ Parmen: Amb: inEpb: cap; 4. Baſil, 

2 £38 | 


fiafttcal Canons: and fhall 
we {wear to extirpat that 
Government: under which 
the Church moſt thrived 
and flouriſhed > Shall we 


| fwear againſt our Prayers, viz. for the rooting out of iat, upon which 


we are enjoy ned to pray to God te gour down-the dew of his bleſſingSure- 


ly the dew of Heaven burns not the root otany Plant upon Earth, but 


waters it and makes it grow. | 


5. They were Biſhops who had the chieſeſt hand, firſt in the Planta 


tion ot Chriftian Religion in the days of. Lucius, King of Britains and 


after in the Reſtitution in the days of Etherdred King ot Kent; and in 
the Reformation of it in the Reign of Edward the fixth, and Elizabeth: 
and is it a Religicus act to eradicate that Government and Power which 


6.-Chrig 


omas Jezebel to teach, &. Edi Pele, it is ynryetcs thy wife 


* «i 


. \F 4 9 7 : 
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: | 


and by it bequeathed many Legacies-wo his Church, and | 
not only Catbolik Doctrine, hutDigplines),, ThisDiſigſive,if it be 


Rules, he whole Church is guil Jotgtne lols of a Sacred and Precious 


Tewel: tor certain it is out of Recards of ll age#s! the Chiirch;that no 
other was ever retained or can be tound ſave this, betore the Neligious 


tormable to Monarchy 3 Presbyterial to Ariſtocracy, and independent 


could not be, for Presbyterialis no Hader then the Reformationinſene . 


Churches, And ſith it was not firſt coaftituted dy any Sanction of a 


vations, that it muſt needs be ag Apoliolical Laffitution. for what not one 


— 


„ 


4 1 De A 1 - | 
AT , « 3 : N 34 MY ; b 0 
6 hilt died not ie fate be made hislaſt Will and Teſtament, 


not Epiſcopal Government moder 


zu by Evangelical and-Apaſiolical 


Reformer and Magiſtrats of Jeneva, having baniſbed their PephBiſhops, 
were after a ſort neceſſitated to drawa ne Piat-form of Eccleſiaſtical} 
Diicipline by Lay-Elders. Cyrift.as the Apoſtle teatheth is, wu fab 
in the houſt of God, as Moſes : and it Moſes, after his forty days ſpecch 
with Ged on the Mount, 'receivedapatern from God aud delivered it to 
the Jewes, not only of Doctrine but of Dicipline alſo, which continued 
till Chriſts coming in the fleſu , it cannot be coriceived, but that Chriſt | O. 
left a patern of Government to his- Church, to continue till the end. of th. 


the world:and doubtleßs, his Apoſtles wick whom he converſed forty days 15 


after fis Reſurrection, ſpeating of thoſe tngs which appertain to the King 
dom ot God, A#73, 1. delivered that to the Church which they receiv- 
ed from their Maſter. What Governmeur or Diſcipline was that? There 
can be conceived but three forms of Government; Epiſcopal, moſt con- 


as they Term tr, to Demoeracy, © Presbyterial or independent, it 


va, and the independant no Elder tlin New. England: whereas Bpiſ- 
cepal Government hath been time out of mind, ut in one but in all 


General Counſel. it ſollows neceſſati ij. according to St, Auguſtins obſer 


Church, but all Churches, not in one 3ge,but Il Ages, ha th uniformly ob- 
ſerved and practiſed. and no man can dene who, after the Apoſtles, d 
were the beginners of it: muſt needs. he ſuppoſed to de done by Order or 0 
Tradition from them. — 


_ = 9, Thu tormot Government was not onlygenerally received and em- 


- 
- 
-- 
= 
. 
* 


braced 


nt, 


raked by Catholicks, but even by Hrreticts and Schiſmaticks ; ok 
| though they ſevered from the Communion of the Church in Doctrine, 


— 


- Of Epi 


ſcopacie? - 


yet not in Diſcipline. For the Novations and Doxnatiffs had Biſhops of 

; : © their own, from whom they took 
* Ephiphanius Hereſ. 75. p. 295, their names; only * Ae, i, who 
Aug, ad quod vult Deum. ſtood for a Biſkoprick;and mifſed 
Aeriani av Aerio quodum ſunt us · it, out ot diſcontent broached that 
mindti, qui cum eſſet Precbyter,dolu- new Docttinewherewith the heads 
e fer tur quod Epiſcopus nom potuit of our Schiſmaticks are ſo much 
or dinars,dicebat Pretbiterum ab Epiſ- intoxicated, viz. That there ought 
copo nulla differentia debere diſcerni. is be no diſtin@ion in theChurch be- 
Hieron 2 Lit, | tweew a Hiſbap and a Presbyter: and 
5 | for this contounding thoſe Sacred 
Orders, was himſelf ranked among Hereticks,and ſtands upon record in 
the, Bedrolls of them made by Ephiphenizs, Auguſtin, and Philaiirins. It 
is true, he had other brands on him, but this was the proper mark put 
upon him by thoſe ancient Fathers, who mention this Tenet» of his us 
Erroneous and Heretical. I grant ſome of the ancient Doctors affirm, 
That in the beginning, till the prevention ot Schiſm made this diſtincti- 


on between Bithops and Presbyters: they were all one in name, as now 


they are in thoſe eſſential parts of their function, viz. Preaching of the 
Word, and adminiftration ot the Sacraments. But Aerias was the firſt 


| wio proffefſedly eppugned the Eccleſiaſtical Rierarchy, maintaing, That 


there ought to be no difference and diſtinction between Biſtops and 
klders, N Ca: 8 | 


8. This aſſertion of Aeris, nSim the Boctrine thereof it was 
defined by the Doctors of the Church to be Hereſie, ſo in the prac- 
tice thereof it is condemned by the grex Conncel ot Chalcer 


The Antiquity and Neceſſity 
Biſhops and Elders, TOES, | 
and to bring down * Con. 1. Art. 15. ct 29. Eriſcopum in Presbyteri 
1 a Biſhop to the infe- gcadum reducere oft Sacriieg ium. Anatelius Conſ- 
0 rior degreeofanEld- tant, Epiſcop. dixit ij qui dicunter ab Rpiſcopali dig- 
= er, is no leſs then Sa- uitate ed Presbyteri ordinem deſcendiſſe ſi juſtis de 
| __ *criledge. Now Iwould 
_— fain know how that 
= comes to be truth now, which was condemned for Hereſie; and to be 
Piety now, which was branded for Sacriledge above 19300 years ago. 


cauſis conde mnantur, nec Presbyteri bonore digni ſunt 


9. Neither were the Fathers of the Councel of Chalcedon only zeal- 
ous in this Cauſe, which ſo much concerned the honovr af the Church: 
but tbe other three alſo, whoſe authority St. Gregory held to be the 
next to the four Evangeliſts and the Do®rine thereof is after a ſort in- 
corporatedʒ into our Acts of Parſia nent, Eliz. t. In theſe Councels which 
all conſifted ot Biſhops, Epilcopacy it ſelf is almoſt in every Canon and 
Sandton either Aſſerted or Regulated, | CEE NES 


Reformed Churches beyond the Seas; who either have Biſhops, as in 
Poland, Tranſiluenia, Denmark, and Swethland; or the ſame function 
is in Nature, though not in Name: to wit, Interdents and Super-in- 
tendents; as they would have them it they could. as I undeiſtood from 
many Miniſters in France; or at leaſt approve of ihem, as appeareth by 
he teſtimony of Beza, Sadiel, Sculſetus. and others. 


x1 What ſhould I ſpeak of the Articles of Religion ratified by a See 
quence of Religious Princes ſucceeded one the other, and confirmed by 
Act of Parliament; to which all Benefited men are r«quired under 
pain ot loſs of their livings, within a month to proteſs their aſſent 
and conſent; in which, both the power and Contecration of 
Biſhops and Miniſters 1s expreſlie aſſerted, and their diſiinction 


trom 


Jer, to be Sicriledge : To contound, lay they, the Ranks" of 


fro 


an 


fin 


th 
W. 


to Next to the primitive Church, we owe a reverend reſpeq to the P! 
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Of Eptſeqpery.... 


of [from Presbyters? or of the Statute of Carlile, the 15. of Edw. 2. 


and tbe firſt of Qu: Eliz, 


* with very many other * See Art, 26, l. de Conſecratilt is evident 


unrepealed Acts, in which to all men reading holy Script ures, and anc: 
Epiſcopal Government is ent Authors, that from the Apoſtles time there 
either related unto or re- have beentheſe three Orders in the Church 
gulated and confirmed in of Chriſt, and that a Biſhop ought to correct 
ſuch fort, that quite to a- and punifh ſuch as are urquiet,criminous & 
boliſa and extirpate it dilobedient within his Diocels.according to 
would bring a confuſion, ſuch authority as he bath by the word ofGod 

and make a ſtop as well | . 
in Secular as Ecclefiaſtical Courts? And therefore our zealous Reformers 
it they think themſelves not too good to be adviſed by the great Coun- 

ſellor, ought to take head how they raſhly and undeviſedly pluck up the 

tares, as they eſteem them, of holy Canons and Ecclefiaſtical Laws, ne 


ſimul eradicent & tritienm, left together with thoſe tares ( as they count 


them) they pluck up by the roots the good wheat of many profitable & 
wholeſome Laws of the Common wealth and Acts of Parſiament, 

12. But it the Authority of the Houſecould ſc on cure theſe ſores in 
precedent Acts of Parliament, yet how will they make up the breaches 
in the Conſciences of all thoſe, who in the late Proteſtation and this New 
Covenant, have taken a Solemn Oath to maintain the priviledges of the 
Members of Parliament, and the Liberties of the Subject? The moſt Au- 
thentical evidence whereof,are Charta Magna,and the Petition of Rights 


in bo:h-wh ch the Rights of the Cuurch and Priviledges of Epiſcopal Sees 


are ſet down in the Forefront in Capital Letters. ; 
13, To ſtrain this ſtring a little higher, the power of granting Conge- 
deliers, together with the inveſtitute of Archbiſhops, biſhops, and Col- 
lation of Deanries, and Prebends, with a ſetled Revenue from the Firſt: 
froits and Tenths there, is one of the faireſt flowers in the Kings Lromny 


and to rob the imperial Diadem of it ( conſidering the King is a Perſon 


moſt Sacred) is Sacriledge in a high degree; and not Sacriledge only, 
but Perjury alſo in all thoſe who attempt it. For all Graduates in oe 
e | Un- 


niverſity, and men of Rank and SNuality-in the Common- wealth . 
who are admitted to any place of eminent Authority or Truſt, take the de 
of. 
ſhe 


is Supreme head of the Church within his Realms, and Defender ot the 
14. vet for all this, admit that Reaſon of State ſhould inforce theEx- 


N 1 1 * 
* 3 A 
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Tie Antiquity and Neceſsity x. 


Oath of Supremacy, whereby they are bound io detend and propugne 
all Preeminencss, Authorities, end Prerogatives annexed to ti e lmpe- 
rial Crown; whereof this is known to be one inherent in the King, ss ve 


Faith. | 


tirpation of Epiſcopacie thus reoted, as it hath been faid, both in the 
Royal Prerogative and Priviledge ot the Subject, and in the Laws ot 
the Land; it is a golden Maxim of Law, Pof mms quod jure peſſmmms, we 


can do no more than lawtully we may. 4t Epiſcopal Government muſt 


; be overthrown, it guſt be done in a lawful way, not by Popular Tumults 


but by a Bill paſſed in 


* Vide, Record in Exchequer. Iwill preſerve and Parliament; and that 
maintain to you and the Churches committed to be tendered to His 
to your charges, all Canonical Priviledges, and Majeſty for his Royal 


Iwill be your Protector andDefender to my po- Aſſent. And bow ſuch 


wer, by the aſſiſtance of God, as every good a Bill can be preſſed u- 
King in His Kingdom in right ought to defend pon His Majeſty, who 
the Biſhops, and Churches under their Govern- hath taken an Oath 


ment, &. Then laying his hand on the Book on Fat His Coronation, to 


the Communion Table, he ſaith, The things preſer ve Biſhops in ther 
which I have before promiſed, I ſhall perform Legal Rights, {muſt 


and keep, ſo help me God, and by the contents learn from our grear 
of this Book. | | Maſters of theLaw.For 


by the Goipel, allin- 


ducements to ſin are ſin; and ſolicitafions to perjury are tainted with 


uilt: neither is there any power upon earth to diſpence with the breach 


ot Oaths lawfully taken. 


15. If we deſire that this Church ſhould flouriſh like the Gar- 
den of Eden, we muſt have an eye to the nurſeries of good Learning 


and Religion, the two. Univerſities, which will never be turniſned with 
RET. . choice 


* 
— 
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| 9 
choice plants, if there be no prelerments and incouragments ro the Stu- 
J dents chere, who for the far greater part bend their ſtudies to the Queen 
of all Profeſſiors, Divinity: which will make but a ſlow progres, it Bi- 


| preferments, as a pro perous 


_— 
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of E piſcopacie. 


ſhopricks, Deanries, Archdeaconries, and Prebendaries, and all other 


Eccleſiaſtical dignicies, (which, like filver ſpurs, prick on the induity of 7 
of thoſe who conſecrat their labours and endeavours to the Jloritying of 


God, imploying t:eir talent in the Miniftery of the Goſpel, be taken 
away. What ſails are to a ſhip, rhat are aſtections to the ſoul 3 which 
it they be. not filled with the bope of ſome rewards, and deferved 


dies and endeavaurs will ſaan becalmed : for, 

* bonos alit artes; omneſque incenduntur ſtudio gle- * Cit. Doſe: queſt, 
rig; jacentque ee ſemper que apud que[que improban- 

tur: Honour .nourifheth Arts; and all men are inflamed with defire of 
Glory; and thole Profeſſions fall and decay, which are in no efteem 
v ith moſt men. And it there are places both of great Profit, Honour, 
and Power propounded to Statel- men, and thoſe that are learned in the 
Law, like rich Prizes to thoſe that prove Maſteries; ſhall the profeſſors 
of the Divine Law be had in leſseſteem than the Students and Practi- 
cers in the Municipal? And fhall that Profeſſion only be barred from 


ade of wind.) our Sacred ſite 


ath | entring into the Temple of Honbur, which directeth all men to the Ten- 
oO | ple of Virtue; and hath beſt right to honour by the Promile of God, . 
er | Honarantes me honor ale, thoſe that honour me, Iwill honour becauſe l, 
iſt | they muſt honour God in every action, of their function. which imme- j 
ar | diatly tendeth to his glory? : 
or Os, They will lay, That Epiſcopal Government bath oroved i incon- N 
n- | venient and prejudicial to the State; and thererefore the del, Hierarchy 

th | is ro becat down, rootand branch. Of chis argument we may, as Cicero i 
ch | doth of Cate his excecptions againſt : 


+ Myurena, Set aſide the Authori:is of + Pro Mar. Hole nomen Catonis\ 83 
r-. | the Object ort, the Oojection hath very - — 


g | little weight in it. For it is lyable to many and juſt exceptions, and ad- 
th | mitteth of divers * 


ce r Firſt 


g 2 9 52 
Vs: a pn 


„„ — 


W . — | r 
10 Tue Antiquity and Neteſſuß A 

Firſt it is ſaid, That Epiſcopal Government is inconvenient and miſ- 

chie vous and Pre judicial to the State: but it was never proved to be ſo. 
Secondly, Admit ſome good proof could be brought ot it; yet if Bpiſ- 
copacy be of Divine Inftitution, as hath been proved, it muſt not be 
therefore rooted out; but the Luxurious ftems of it pruned, and thoſe 
A additions tothe firſt inſtitution from whence theſe inconveniences have 


* 


— - 


grown ought to be retrenched. < d | 
Thirdly, If Epiſcopacy hath proved inconvement, and ' miſchievous 


| b in this age, which was moſt 
' | Statute. Ed. 3 Ann. 23. The Church Þ beneficial and profitable 


ot Exgland was tounded in the ſtate atPre- in all former ages, the fault 
| lacy, &e.for we ow to it our beſt Laws, ii ay be in the Maladies of 
made iu the Saxo times, and The union of Patient, not in the method 
the twe Roſes, ork and Laucaſter, the mar- of Cure. This age is to be 
riage with Scotland; and above all, the Plan- looſeneſs of the times will 
tation aud Reformation of true Religion. Ses not brook the Sacred bands 
V indication of Epiſcopacy, pag, 23, 24. See of Epiſcopal Diſcipline, is 
alſo the Statute book of 16. Rich. 2. where rather aproof of the integri 
the Commons ſhew, That the, Prelates were ty thereof,then a true argu 
much profitable and neceſſary to their So- ment of any malignity in 
 neraign Lord the King, and the Realm, . it to the State: without 
* Jerome Adverſ. Luc. c, 4, Eerleſia ſalzs a4 which, no effectual *means 


ſummi ſacerdotis dignitate pendet, cui ff non or courſe can be taken, ei- 


exors quædam J ͥb omnibus emens detur pro ther for the ſuppreſſiing 
te las, tet in Eccleſia efficientur Schiſmata, quot Schiſmaticks, or the core 
ſacerdotes. Cypr. Ep. 3, Non aliunde Hære- tindation of a lawful and 
ſes abertæ ſuut. aut natoSchiſmata.quam inde undenyable ſucceſfion in 
quod ſacerdoti Dei non obteuperaturz nec unus the Miniſter r, 
in Eccleſia ad tempus ſacer dos, & ad ſempus 16. Laſtly; Though 
judex vice Chriſti cogitatur. | | ſome of late think they 
5 3 ha vebrought gold, ſil ver & 


precious ſtones to build the Houſe of God, by producing ſome ſtuff, out 


ol Antiquity, to prove the Qrdination of Presbyters by meer Presbyters; 
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piſs yet being put te the teſt, it proves meertraſh:for there can be no inſtanee 
> ſo, | brought. out of Scrip bs 3 | 
gif. ture of any Ordination Þ+Atkanaſ. Apol. 2.Colithus quidem pres byter 
be | without Impoſition of in Eceleſſa, Alexandrina alios Presbyteres or- 
ole | Apoſtolical or Epilcopal dinare Pr elmmpſerat ;, ſed reciſla ſuit ejus Ordi- 
hands,neither hath prim #atio, & omnes ab es conflituiPrecbyter; in lai- 
Antiquity ever approv- corum ordinem redacti. SeeEpiph. Her. 37. The: 
ous | ed of meer Presbyters order offii(hops begetsFathers in the Church 
oft | laying hands one upon but the order of Presbyters Sons in Baptiſm? 
ble | another, but in Ortho- but no Fathers or Doctors. 
vie | doxal Conncels revok- | | a 3 
of | ed; cafſited , and diſanulled all ſuch Ordinations, as we may read in the 
od | Apologies of + Athanalins,a nd elſewhere. - 
be | What ſballlneed to add more, ſave theTeftimony of all Chriſtians 
2111 | of whatdenomination (oe ver under the Copeof Heaven, fave only the 
nds Mufurom Sect of Browniffs ſprung up the other night, all who have 
is | given their nameof Chriſt, and acknowledge and have ſome depen- 
ori | dence on either the Patriarchof Conitantinople in the Eaſt, or of Rowe: 
gu | inthe Weft, or of Muſcovia in the North, or of Alexandria in the South 
in | together with the Cophtie, Maronites, Abiſſenes, and Chineſſes, not only 
ue ad mit ot Epiſcopal Government, and moſt willingly ſubmit to it, bus 
ns | never had, or at this day have any other > Neither is this, or can it 
i. -| bedenyed by our Aeriamt: but they tell us, that theſe are- Chriſtians at- 
1p | large, who hold many Errors and Superftitions withthe Fundament, Is. 
e of Chriſtian Doctrine: their Churches are like Oare not cleanſed from 
'd | earth: like gold not purged from drofs like threfhed wheat not fanned- 
in | from the chafſe, like meal not ſifted ſtom the bran ; like wine not draws» 
off the lees : we are, ſay they, upon a Reformation, and the New Co 
th | venant engagethusto endeavour the Reformation of the Church cf 
y England in Doctrince, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, accord- 
X | ing to the Word of. God, and according to the Example of the beſt Ne. 
it formed Churches. The beſt Reformed which are the? whether the Remain- 
ders of the Waldenſes and Albigenſes in Piemont, and the parts ad joy n- 
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"<2 . x - The r and Neceſſity Wo 
ing 4. or the Taborites i in Bohemia; or of this Lutherians in Geraidtyor 


thoſe that are called after the name of Calvin in France, andelſewhere. 
Firſt, tor the Waldenſes, the fore-wwatiers of Liber, as he himlelf 
conteſieth, they had Biſhops who ordained their 
See alſo GAbbot in his Paſtoursza Catalogue whereot we may ſee · in 
Tract ot the Yilibility the Hiſtory of the Waldenſes, Firſt written in 


of theChurch,andin | French, and after tranilared into Ege by a | | 
his Anſwer to Hill. 5 


| learned Herald. 


— 


* 


Secondly, lor the Latherian Churches, they have Pradetes governing 
the u, under the Titles of 

* Apol.Confe. Auguſtan c. de numero & uſu Archbiche p; and Biſhops 
Sacrament. Nos 2 proteitati- ſumus ſumma in Poland, Denmark, and 
cum voluntate conſervare politiarm Eccleſiaſi i- Swethland':bur under the 
cam, gradus in Eccleſis fadios etiam ſumma name otyuper intendents 
authoritate:ſcimms enim utili conſilio Becleſia- and Intendents in Geywa- 


| ſtieam diſe ipli nam hanc modo quo veteres eam ny! and as for treir judg- 


deſcribunt conſtitute. ment in the point, it is ex- 


preſly ſe down in the“ A- 
poloy of the Ag fa ne Confellion, i in theſe oF, have often pro- 
reſted our earneit defrre to conſeree the-diſcipline of degrees in the Church 


#y Biſhops, Nay,Þ Luther 


+. Luther Tom. 2. p. 320. Nemo contra ſta- himſelt, who of all men 


tum Epiſcoporum & vero, Epiſcopos, vel bo- molt bitterly inyeighed a- 


nos paſtores dict u putet, re erg contra hos gainſt the Antichriſtian 
tyrannos dlicitur. Hierarchy, yet puts water 
into his winezadding, Let 
20 manhereby conceive, that Lc ey 5 ageinſt the ſtate of Biſhops, 


— 


but 
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m / Epiſcoperie. 
| ' but only againit Romiſh Wolves and | 
| raus Or ano her —_ VV 2 Sr: 
e. | miadatthisday 7 Gerard. de Mipiſterio Eccleſ. Nemo noſtrum dicit ni- 
elk] witneſs their e. bil intereſſe Inter Epiſcepum, & Prenbyterum; fed ag- 
eir | very-wayaccom noſcimus diſtintionem graduum propter Eccleſa 
m | pliſhedFGerard: wt concordia conſervetur. 

in | *Noneot us./eith 


— — 
. * * 
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2 He. affirmeth, That there is nodifference between a Biſhop, or Presbyter 


or Prieſt 3 but we acknowledge a difference of Degree, for good Order 
lake, and to preſet ve Concord in the Church. * 


1 


ng Here, me · thinks, I ſee the Set imnuant bend their brows, and anſwer 
of | with ſome indignation; What have we to do with the Luther ans who 
ps have Images in their Churches,, and Auricularcenfeffion, and maintain 
nd |  Conſubſtantiation, and Ubiquity, and interciſion of grace, and many 
he | - other Errors / We are of Calvina, and hold with the Doctrine and Diſ- 
Nis | . cipline of Meneua, which hath no alley at all of Error and Superſtition, 
ra- | but is like the pure Angel. gold. | | 


g- | | 6 | | 
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A- Rpt : a | 

-0- | Here though I might (as many have done) crave leave to put in 


ch | a Legal Exception agamſt the Authority of Calvin and Bexa in matter 
'er | of Diſcipline, . becauſe they had a hand in thrufting out the Biſhop 


en | of Genepe,and the Lay Presbyterian Government was the iſſue of their 


* brain; and we know it is natural for P arents to do e upon their 
an | own Children, and accompt them far fairer aud mare beautiful then 


er | indeed they are : yet ſuch was the ingenuity of thoſe worchy Retorm- 
et | ers,and fuch is the evidence and ftrength of Truth, that in this point, 
„ | concerning the Abolition of Epilcopacy in the Church of Fxgland. I 


ö dare chuſe them as Ump Ires. f . IE, : 
11 PL | £ e | | | LONY £384 | 


———— 


Soda Can 


Fyrzxnts. Neither are the Luibe- 1 
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Firſt, let * Caluiz in his exquiſite Treatiſe concerning the Neceſſj 1 855 
e 7 i 1 | | 1 2 1 reforming:teChurt 8 

| *Calv. de neceſſ reform, Ecclefiz, T. I nel the molt proper place. 

Hieratchiam ſi exhibe ani, in quaſic emintant E. (if any wete Y Cleats. 

Piſcepi,ut Chriflo [ubeſſe no recuſent ut ab to tan- Ij to deſiver his odge 


quam unico capite pendeant & d ipſum referen- men: in his Contto- 


- 
. 
* 


— 
* 


tur, in qua ſie inter ſe fraternam ſociet alem colent, verſe 3 where having 
ut non alio mods quam ejus veritate nt colligati; ript op the abuſes a 
tum vero nullo non anathemate., dignos fatcer; ſi the R omi, Hierarchy, 
qui erunt q i non. eam reve”enter;ſummaque o- in the end thus be re- 
bedientia ol ſer vent. | ſolves { Let them. 
— 5 frew us ſuch an Hier 
archy, in which the Biſhops may have ſuch prebeminency;tha! yet they 
' refuſe not them{elves/to be Subject to Chriſt, that they depend upon him, 
as. the only head, aud teter all to him,&ſo embrace brotherly ſoc icty, that. 
they are knit together by no o her means than his truth, and I will con- 
feſs they deſerve any curle, it there be any who will nor obſerve iuch. 


an Hierarchy with reverence and greateſt obedience. ] © | 
Atrer him, let us hear f Beza in that very Book which he wrote againſt. 
+Bezadegrad. Minſt Evang c. 18. Seſſ 3. Quodſi nune 3 Ve 
Eccleſie lnſtaurate Anglicane ſuotum Epiſcoporum nin. di Fs 5 N 
. Archi epiſcoporum anthorttate ſufulta per- gr 105 in eh 5 * 
ſtant, que mad modum hoc illit noftra memoria contigit put ſaith 5 7 * | 
ut ejusordinit bomines non tantum inſgnet Dei lar Reformed Eh, ne. 
tyres, ſed etiam præ i antiſſimos DoGores &&. Paſto - of Eg 4474 CO, 
res habuerit Ee. till fuported with. 
the Authority of their Archbiſbops and Biſhops, as it hath come to paſs. 
in our memory, that they have had men in that rank, not only famous. 
Martyrs, but moſt excellent Doctors and Paſtors(which happineſs I, for my 
part, wiſh that they may continually enjoy) e Surely, de that fo highly. 
extolled our Biſhops, and wiſhed chat that Order might. like the tree in the 
poet · continually bring forth ſuch golden bougbs and fruit, would not 
reacily wear to endea xyar the.utter a thereof. 2 
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